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INTRODUCTION

At its core, craft is community. The technical mastery of craft developed through 
the roots of tradition, legacy and lineage of craftspeople. Faces of Craft Friday 
brought the artists’ and makers’ personal stories to the forefront. Borrowing 
inspiration from the land, exploring a path of self-discovery, or pursuing the 
innate compulsion to create and share, the craftsperson reveals the journey of 
how the hand transforms raw materials into new forms.

Faces of Craft Friday (#FacesOfCraftFriday) first emerged as a project of Craft 
Year 2020 to highlight Canadian craft artists and makers. The goal of this 
weekly Instagram artist feature was to connect our audience with the Citizens 
of Craft program by featuring vignettes of Craft Council Member and community 
nominated craft artists. 

AT ITS CORE, 
CRAFT IS COMMUNITY. 

Fifty-two individuals 
from different regions, 
disciplines, and life 
experiences shared their 
stories to build a mosaic of 
craft worth celebrating.

The artists featured in Faces of Craft are a small selection 
of the many Canadian artists who carry craft traditions 
and modern explorations forward through repetition, play, 
discovery and innovation.
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INTRODUCTION

WHEN WE LAUNCHED THE FIRST  
FACES OF CRAFT FEATURE ON JANUARY 3RD, 2020, 
WE COULD NOT HAVE PREDICTED THAT 2020 WOULD 
BE A HALLMARK IN OUR HISTORY. 

Still, craft ignited and empowered actions and community 
connections: from designing and creating masks to sharing 
resources for equality and advocacy in the arts. 

Maker: Grace Eun Mi Lee, Creatures, 2013 Photo: Grace Eun Mi Lee

Closures, cancellations, physical distancing, and mask-
wearing swept across Canadian society with the dawn of 
COVID-19. The pandemic also emphasized glaring systemic 
inequities and discrimination.

THE CANADIAN CRAFTS FEDERATION DEEPLY 
THANKS THE FIFTY-TWO CANADIAN ARTISTS WHO 
SHARED THEIR CREATIVE MOTIVATIONS THROUGH 
FACES OF CRAFT FRIDAY.
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INTRODUCTION

Reaching over 30,000 Instagram users and receiving a 
collective 3,000 likes, this campaign indicates that artists’ 
stories are valued. 

These stories bring us 
into the spirit of craft, 
which may be functional, 
practical, or decorative. 
In all senses, fine craft 
inspires us to slow down 
and remember the hand 
that made it. 

We recognize and thank the craft councils and 
organizations across Canada who helped make this 
movement happen, including our membership, affiliates, 
Cultural Pluralism in the Arts Movement Ontario, and the 
Canada Council for the Arts. 

 Thank you for your support and your diligent work both 
within and beyond the Canadian Crafts Federation network 
to create spaces and community places for fine craft.

Maker: Matthew Nuqingaq, Untitled, 2014 Photo: Andrew Rashotte
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WHO ARE THE FACES OF CRAFT 2020?

REPRESENTING A WIDE 
VARIETY OF FINE CRAFT

OTHER

17% 15%

13%

10%

7%
3% OR LESS

6%

6%
JEWELLER/

SILVERSMITH
POTTERY/

CERAMIC/CLAY

TEXTILE/
FIBRE

WOOD

LEATHER

METAL/
BLACKSMITH

PAPER/ 
BOOK ARTIST

ARTISTS PER
PROVINCE/TERRITORY

REGION

work in more 
than one 
medium 

• QUILL/BONES/
BEADING/FUR

• ENAMEL
• STONE
• STAINED GLASS
• ANTLER AND HORN
• RECYCLED 

MATERIALS

NEWCOMERS 
TO CANADA

WE REACHED OUT TO CRAFTS COUNCILS ACROSS 
CANADA TO FEATURE 52 FINE CRAFT ARTISTS FROM 
THEIR MEMBERSHIP.

FROM REPURPOSING SKATEBOARDS TO LOCALLY TRAPPED FURS, 
THE FACES OF CRAFT WORK IN MANY MEDIUMS.

50% 

3

2 4-5

6-103
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EMERGING ARTIST

PRONOUNS

LANGUAGES

ARTIST AGE YEARS OF PRACTICE

LGBTQ2+

ETHNICITY

1-5 YEARS

32%

She/Her

English75%

17%

4%

2%

2%

Farsi

Korean

Mandarin

68%

4%

Yes
18%

They/Them

No
82%

He/Him
28%

MID CAREER

5-15 YEARS

44%

ESTABLISHED

15+ YEARS

24%

French

INDIGENOUS

EAST/SOUTHEAST ASIAN

BLACK

WHITE

MIDDLE EASTERN

22% of artists surveyed are 
neurodivergent/neurodiverse, or live 
with a mental illness or a disibility. 

WE ASKED THE 52 #FACESOFCRAFTFRIDAY ARTISTS TO TELL US ABOUT THEMSELVES. 
HERE’S WHAT THEY SAID…

4%20’s or 
under

30’s -

-

40’s

50’s
60’s 16%

78%

Categories reflect the recommendations of the Anti-Racism 
Data Standards published by the province of Ontario.

*

*

65%

16%

10%

6%

2%
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Artist photo
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COWICHAN VALLEY, BC
ceramic artist

HEATHER LEPP

http://www.heatherlepp.com/shop
https://www.instagram.com/heatherlepp/
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jeweller

ELIZ AB ET E LUDV IK S
jeweller

HAM IL TON,  O N

HAMILTON, ON

ELIZABETE LUDVIKS

https://www.ludviks.com/
https://www.instagram.com/eludviksdesigns/
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GEORGIAN BLUFFS, ON

potter
STEVE IRVINE

http://www.steveirvine.com/
https://www.instagram.com/steveirvine.clay/
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EDMONTON, AB

glassblower
LEAH KUDEL

https://www.leahkudel.com/
https://www.instagram.com/suspended_studio/
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CALGARY, AB

artist, designer, maker
NATALIE GERGER

https://nataliegerber.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/natalie_gerber/
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SASKATOON, SK

ceramic artist
CAROLE EPP

https://www.caroleepp.com/
https://www.instagram.com/musingaboutmud/
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FERNIE, BC

potter
SARAH PIKE

https://www.sarahpikepottery.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sarahpikepottery/
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EDMONTON, AB

artist blacksmith
SHAWN CUNNINGHAM

https://front-step-forge.myshopify.com/
https://www.instagram.com/frontstepforge/
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EDMONTON, AB

woodworker, craftsman, & designer
KENTON JESKE

https://www.kentonjeskewoodworker.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/kentonjeskewoodworker/
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bookbinder, book artist
WINNIPEG, MB

DEBRA FRANCES

https://debrafrances.com/
https://www.instagram.com/debra_frances/
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CAPE BRETON, NS

maker of leather goods
KYLE MCPHEE

https://pheesoriginalgoods.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/pheesoriginalgoods/
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metalsmith
CARCROSS, YT

CYNTHIA DONALDSON 

https://www.thesecretwildjewelry.com/home
https://www.instagram.com/thesecretwildjewelry/
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PICTOU, NS

maker of leather goods
TABITHA

https://www.tabithaco.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/tabithacompany/
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EDMUNDSTON, NB

stained glass maker
STEPHANIE COUTURIER

http://etsy.com/shop/LaVieenVerreGlass
https://www.instagram.com/lavieenverreglass/
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NEWFOUNDLAND

ceramic artist
JASON HOLLEY

https://www.instagram.com/jasonholley/
https://cupstudios.net/
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TERENCE BAY, NS

artist
JORDAN BENNETT

https://www.jordanbennett.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/jordanbennettart/
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MONTREAL, QC

jeweller
CLAUDIO PINO

http://pinodesign.net/
https://www.instagram.com/claudiopino/
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textiles
CAPE BRETON, NS

JOSEPHINE CLARKE

https://josephineclarketextiles.com/
https://www.instagram.com/josephineclarketextiles/
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TORONTO, ON

ceramic artist
QUEENIE XU

https://queenie2411.wixsite.com/queeniexceramics
https://www.instagram.com/queenie.x_ceramic/
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WOODSTOCK, NB

maker of leather goods
ASHLEY BROWN

https://hammerthreads.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/hammerthreads/
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SAINT JOHN, NB

woodworker
STEVE JONES

https://www.instagram.com/stevejonesyo/
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Erik is a member of the Alberta Craft Council,
one of many regional councils across Canada.

 

JOIN YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL TODAY

MASKWACIS, AB

silversmith
ERIK LEE

https://www.instagram.com/plains_cree_silversmith/
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Artist photo

CPAMO.org

BLACK LIVES MATTER

ON THE FOLLOWING FRIDAY, THE CANADIAN CRAFTS FEDERATION DID NOT POST 
A FACES OF CRAFT FEATURE. INSTEAD, WE TOOK TIME TO REFLECT UPON OUR 
ORGANIZATIONS’ ACTIONS AND OUR ROLE IN THIS MOVEMENT, COMMITTING TO 
TACKLING GENUINE AND DEDICATED EFFORTS TO EFFECT SYSTEMIC CHANGE IN 
THE ARTS SECTOR. WE UNDERSTAND THAT WE MUST TAKE MEASURABLE STEPS TO 
INTEGRATE CONSISTENT AND THOUGHTFUL ACTION THROUGHOUT ALL OUR WORK.

SYSTEMIC CHANGE IS REQUIRED IN 
SOCIETY, AND THAT INCLUDES THE 
ARTS AND ARTS ORGANIZATIONS.

An excellent resource for this work is CPAMO - an 
organization dedicated to the opening of opportunities 

for Indigenous and racialized professionals and 
organizations to build capacity through access and 

working relationships with cultural institutions.

ON TUESDAY, JUNE 2ND, 2020, INSTAGRAM USERS LEFT BEHIND “BUSINESS 

AS USUAL,” POSTING BLACK SQUARES IN UNITY WITH #BLACKOUTTUESDAY. A 

COLLECTIVE GLOBAL PROTEST AGAINST RACISM AND POLICE BRUTALITY USED 

SOCIAL MEDIA TO AMPLIFY VOICES AND DEMAND BETTER ORGANIZATIONAL 

AND GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEMS. 

https://www.instagram.com/cpamoontario/
https://cpamo.org/
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Artist photo

CPAMO.org

BLACK LIVES MATTER

THE #BLACKLIVESMATTER MOVEMENT 
HIGHLIGHTED RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
AND SYSTEMIC INJUSTICES ACROSS 
THE GLOBE. BLACK, INDIGENOUS 
AND PEOPLE OF COLOUR ARE 
UNDERREPRESENTED IN THE ARTS. 

BY BUILDING STRONGER CONNECTIONS, 
WE CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER TO 
SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
TO ADVOCATE FOR DIVERSE PLURALITY 
AND REPRESENTATION WITHIN THE 
ARTS AND THE CCF/FCMA.

BY BUILDING STRONGER CONNECTIONS, WE CONTINUE 
TO WORK TOGETHER TO SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONAL 

CHANGES TO ADVOCATE FOR DIVERSE PLURALITY AND 
REPRESENTATION WITHIN THE ARTS AND THE CCF/FCMA.

THROUGH THE CRAFTS COMMUNITY, WE CAN EXTEND THE 
REACH OF OUR NETWORKS TO ALL CORNERS OF CANADA. 

TOGETHER, WE CAN BUILD AND SUPPORT EACH OTHER AND 
A COLLECTIVE CULTURE THAT EMBRACES AN ACCURATE 

REPRESENTATION OF CANADIAN CRAFT’S ARTISTIC, 
ECONOMIC, CONTEMPORARY, HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL VALUES.

https://www.instagram.com/cpamoontario/
https://cpamo.org/
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ABEGWEIT FIRST NATION, PEI

quill artist
MELISSA PETER-PAUL

https://melissapeterpaul.com/
https://www.instagram.com/mpeterpaul/
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WINNIPEG, MB

potter
MEGHAN GREENLAY

https://www.megdoespottery.com/
https://www.instagram.com/megdoespottery/
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TORONTO, ON

jeweller
JORDAN CLARKE

https://enarmoured.com/
https://www.instagram.com/enarmoured/


35

Artist photo

Quote #1
w/ speech bubble

Working Pic 
b&w

Quote #2 Craft Council

TORONTO, ON

designer, metalsmith
PASHA MOEZZI

https://www.pashamoezzi.com/
https://www.instagram.com/pashadesigns/
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VANCOUVER, BC

paper artist
RACHAEL ASHE

https://rachaelashe.com/
https://www.instagram.com/rachael_ashe/
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ceramic artist
SASKATOON, SK

PAULA COOLEY

http://www.paulacooley.com/
https://www.instagram.com/cooleypottery/
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WINNIPEG, MB

textile artist
NAILA JANZEN

https://www.instagram.com/roxcreative.ca/?hl=en
https://roxcreative.ca/
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YELLOWKNIFE, NT

designer, jeweller
TANIA LARSSON

https://tanialarsson.com/
https://www.instagram.com/tania.larsson/
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WINNIPEG, MB

ceramic artist
GRACE NICKEL

https://gracenickel.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/gnickelceramics/
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FORT SIMPSON, NT

Dene artist
JOHN SABOURIN

http://
https://www.instagram.com/artist_john_sabourin/
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OAKVILLE, ON

ceramic artist
JOON HEE KIM

http://www.junniekim.com/
https://www.instagram.com/junniekim18/
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jeweller
AMOS, QC

CAROLINE ARBOUR

https://scaro.ca/fr/
https://www.instagram.com/scarojoailliere/
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CORAL HARBOUR, NT

Nunavummiut designer, jeweller & writer
TARRALIK DUFFY

https://www.instagram.com/tarralikduffy/
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CAPE BRETON, NS

ceramicist
ALANA LEA WILSON

https://www.instagram.com/builderburnerceramics/
https://www.builderburnerceramics.com/
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FREDERICTON, NB

fibre artist
I-CHUN JENKINS

https://www.fibretheoryart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/i_chun_jenkins/
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TORONTO, ON

artist
CHERYL ROCK

http://www.cherylrock.com
https://www.instagram.com/blaquerock/
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MONTRÉAL, QC

jeweller, enamellist & illustrator
AURÉLIE GUILLAUME

https://www.instagram.com/mlleguillaume/
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TORONTO, ON

glass artist
JARED LAST

https://www.thelastjared.com/
https://www.instagram.com/the_last_jared/
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VANCOUVER, BC

ceramicist
GRACE LEE

http://www.eikcam.com/shop
https://www.instagram.com/eikcamceramics/
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NORTH SHORE, PEI

woodcarver
LUCUS MACDONALD

https://lucuscraft.ca/shop
https://www.instagram.com/lucuscraft/
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CONCEPTION HARBOUR, NL

textile, metal artists

SUSAN FURNEAUX & 
MICHAEL HARLICK

https://www.blackhenstudio.com/
https://www.instagram.com/blackhenstudio/
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CALGARY, AB

textile artist
IRENE RASETTI

https://www.irenerasetti.com/
https://www.instagram.com/irenerasetti/
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LÉVIS, QC

artist
AMÉLIE PROULX

http://amelieproulx.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ameproulx/
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WHITEHORSE, YT - TRURO, NS

ceramic artist
ASTRID KRUSE

https://www.instagram.com/astridtkruse/
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GUELPH, ON

textile artist
ALISA MCRONALD

http://alisamcronald.com/
https://www.instagram.com/alisa_mcronald/
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VANCOUVER, BC

jewellery artist
LOUISE PERRONE

http://www.louiseperrone.com/
https://www.instagram.com/louise.perrone/
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MONTRÉAL, QC

woodworker
LOÏC BARD

http://www.loicbard.com/
https://www.instagram.com/loicbard/
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JE MANIPULE ET 
DÉTOURNE DES OBJETS 
DU QUOTIDIEN AFIN DE 
LEUR INSUFFLER UN 
SENS NOUVEAU.
Il en résulte des métaphores évoquant 
notamment les cycles de transformation de 
la nature, à la fois fragiles et immuables.

AM ELIE  P ROUL X
artiste multidisciplinaire

LÉ VI S, Q C

IQALUIT, NU

fashion designer
VICTORIA KAKUKTINNIQ

https://vafashion.ca/password
https://www.instagram.com/varcticfashion/
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ROSS RIVER, YT

mixed media, visual & performing artist
DENNIS SHORTY

https://www.instagram.com/dennis_shorty_arts/
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to the artist for volunteering 
your time to talk with us throughout the year.

THANK YOU to the Crafts Councils and organizations across 
provinces and territories for connecting us to a wonderful 
group of artists and makers. 

The dedication and 
passion of crafts 
artists is transparent 
throughout the faces of 
craft ebook. 

Your generosity to 
share your practice 
is inspiring and 
motivating.

Your networks, insights and support continue to 
help us to reach new heights together. 

Maker: Paul McClure, Antibodies III Rings, 2014 Photo: Digital by Design

https://canadiancraftsfederation.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/ccffcma/
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Quote #2 Craft Council

Maker: Janet MacPherson, Procession, 2014 Photo: Janet MacPherson

The Canadian Council for the Arts supports our organization 
which gives the Canadian Crafts Federation the security to 
connect, learn and distribute the work that we do.

Support from the CCA allows projects such as the Faces of Craft Friday Instagram 
campaign and ebook to actualize and thrive. 
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